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The Blue Coat School
Founded by the Church of England in 1722

Inspiring your child





Welcome to The Blue Coat School
Choosing the right school for your child is one of the most important decisions you will make as a parent, 
and so I thank you for taking the time to find out about The Blue Coat School.  There is a fantastic range 
of opportunity here, and I am constantly delighted to see the children making the most of everything on 
offer.  Blue Coat has a very special atmosphere: do come and visit us to experience it for yourself.

Our goal is to prepare the children to engage effectively with the dynamic 
world unfolding around them, equipping them with the skills and 
confidence to grasp their opportunities, and the knowledge and sensitivity 
to realise their responsibilities. Strong foundations are laid in literacy and 
numeracy, and a broad curriculum, including Investigative Science and 
Design Technology, encourages a wide-ranging mindset. IT is there to be 
used whenever it is needed. Languages feature prominently. The arts foster 
creativity and build learning power, and sport is provided to develop fitness, 
decision-making, and teamwork.

We place great emphasis on pastoral care, seeking to identify, nurture and 
celebrate each child’s gifts and talents within a caring community based 
on Christian values. We also develop an active partnership with parents, 
recognising that only with a full understanding of your son’s or daughter’s 
personality and enthusiasms will we be able to make his or her learning a 
true adventure.

Alan Browning, MA Cantab, PGCE | Headmaster



“ It is hard not to fall in 
love with the buildings 
and grounds.”

THE GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE



We want all our children to develop self-esteem and  
a sense of individual responsibility.
Founded in 1722, and one of the oldest co-educational schools in the country, Blue Coat enjoys an 
expansive 15-acre campus just two miles from the city centre. Beyond the traditional façade, however, 
lies a dynamic and caring community – one in which the children learn to respect and admire each 
other’s differing talents, ideas and aptitudes.  

Blue Coat is vibrant and busy, striving for the highest standards in all aspects 
of school life. Our teachers are passionate about the children’s learning, and 
are committed to providing an education for life, both within and beyond the 
classroom. Our impressive academic achievements are founded on excellent 
teaching, a stimulating environment and real intellectual engagement, all 
of which foster a healthy spirit of enquiry. Meanwhile, our co-curricular 
provision is outstanding in its quality and breadth. 

From the earliest years in Buttons Nursery and Pre-Prep, right through to 
the final year in Prep, the Blue Coat Values play a central role in shaping 
the attitudes and actions of our children.  They begin to understand the 
importance of respect, truthfulness, perseverance and kindness, and are 
delighted when they receive a Good Friend Award or are commended  
in House or School Assemblies for their thoughtfulness and generosity  
of spirit.



“ Provision for children’s  
well-being is outstanding  
and a strength of the school.”

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE



The strong partnership between home and school helps 
children settle and flourish in Buttons Nursery.
Buttons Nursery is a beautifully-designed pre-school – an inspiring, friendly family setting where the 
children begin their schooling in style.  They can start in Buttons at the beginning of the term after their 
second birthday, and attendance is flexible.

Right from the moment they join us, boys and girls come to realise that 
learning is fun. Great emphasis is placed on active, play-based learning: the 
children enjoy creative activities, songs, stories, role-play and physical play, 
both indoors and outdoors.

A designated Key Person builds a special relationship with each child 
and his or her parents. Through the committed support of caring and 
thoughtful staff, every child feels valued and acquires social skills, 
self-expression and independence. The children’s personal, social and 

emotional development is carefully nurtured within a calm, secure setting. 
Partnerships with parents are further strengthened through regular Parents’ 
Evenings focusing on the children’s individual profiles.

The children in Buttons Nursery follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 
before progressing smoothly to the Transition classes of Pre-Prep in the 
September that follows their third birthday. Buttons offers the children a 
happy and positive introduction to school life, enabling them to become 
sociable, confident learners, eager for the next adventure: Pre-Prep! 



“ An excellent curriculum 
provides significant 
breadth and depth of 
educational experience.”

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE



Pre-Prep provides a welcoming and reassuring 
environment, and the children quickly feel at home.
The educational well-being of every child is of supreme importance. In small classes, well-qualified 
teachers, supported by experienced teaching assistants, ensure that each child’s needs are catered for, 
identifying and developing individual strengths and skills.

The careful balance of child-initiated and adult-led activities continues 
as the children progress through their first two years in Pre-Prep. The 
seven areas of learning and development for children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (ages 3-5) are covered through play-based and adult-
led learning, and opportunities abound for exploration and investigation. 
Imaginative use is made of the outdoor classrooms, the specially-designed 
play areas, and the extensive grounds beyond.

Exceeding national requirements, the Key Stage 1 curriculum at Blue Coat 
(for ages 5-7) has been carefully planned to meet the specific needs of the 
age group. Whilst close attention is paid to Literacy and Numeracy, we are 
equally keen to expose the children to exciting opportunities in such spheres 
as Science, Art and Music, fostering their innate originality and inventiveness. 

From their earliest years the children engage effectively with IT, and the 
well-resourced library is used with great enthusiasm.



“ An outstanding range of 
extra-curricular activities 
is available to pupils at 
all stages in the school.”

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE



Lively Chapel Services, rousing concerts and well-crafted 
productions showcase a wealth of artistic talent.
Well-being and enjoyment go hand in hand, and we aim to inspire a lifelong interest in fitness and sport 
at every level of ability.  A broad spectrum of sporting activity is offered, both within and beyond the 
curriculum.  Lessons take place both in the Pre-Prep Gymnasium and in the school’s imposing Sports 
Centre, and all the children learn to swim in our 25m indoor pool. 

Educational outings, such as farm trips and visits to Tamworth Castle,  
are designed to set the children’s minds alight! We are also keen that  
they should become aware of the needs of others: Pre-Prep supports  
various charities, and the children are proactive in raising funds for their 
chosen projects. 

Out of school care is provided by Pre-Prep staff before the start of the school 
day and after school. In our popular After Care provision the children have 
tea and enjoy playing with their friends: each afternoon brings a variety of 
fun-filled activities! They can also participate in a wide range of after-school 
options that include Swimming, Football, Ballet, Speech, French and Chess.



“ The school has 
its eyes firmly 
fixed on providing 
inspirational teaching 
and learning.”

THE GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE



Moving up to Prep is exciting, and as their horizons expand 
the children develop individuality and self-confidence.
Education at this stage provides the framework for intellectual growth.  At the age of 7 the children are 
taught principally by their Form Tutor in a spacious, splendidly-equipped building dedicated to their needs. 
As they progress through the school they are taught increasingly by subject specialists in purpose-built 
classrooms.  Absorbing and enriching lessons are designed to help every child achieve his or her potential.

IT is used to enhance every subject, and the children’s studies benefit from 
state-of-the-art computers, interactive whiteboards and high-quality software. 

Small groups for English and Maths ensure individualised provision in 
the key subjects, and generous teacher to pupil ratios mean that Science, 
Languages, Geography, History and Religious Education are taught with 
passion and flair.  The core academic curriculum is balanced by Music, Art, 

Design Technology, Physical Education and Games, and throughout their 
time in Prep the children are taught resilience, open-mindedness and the 
value of lifelong learning.

Building on these solid foundations, the school prepares pupils carefully 
for entrance exams to leading senior schools, both independent and 
maintained, in which the children gain consistently pleasing results.



“ The overall standard of 
creative achievement is high.”

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE



Music, Dance and Drama flourish conspicuously, and 
school productions generate immense excitement. 
All our children enjoy making music: innovative teaching methods enable them to read music accurately 
and with confidence at an early age.  They are soon ready to join one of the school choirs, each of which 
performs a lively and challenging repertoire. 

The majority of children learn at least one instrument, gaining considerable 
success in ABRSM and Rockschool music exams, and some of the most 
talented sing or play in regional or national choirs and ensembles. Best 
of all, though, are the annual large-scale productions of such shows as 
Mary Poppins, Oliver! and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, performed to 
appreciative audiences in the superbly-appointed auditorium.

In Art, younger pupils acquire an understanding of form and colour 
in printing and painting, later moving on to still-life and textile 
compositions. Senior pupils add digital photography to their skills, and 
work collaboratively on sculptures, guided by an Artist-in-Residence. 
Meanwhile, Design Technology offers a variety of projects ranging from the 
construction of simple toys to the creation of complex graphic designs.



“ Blue Coat embodies all aspects 
of a happy school – it enables 
the children to fulfil their 
potential in a caring way.”

BLUE COAT PARENT



Unique to life in Prep are the much-loved Houses –  
two for the boys and two for the girls. 
The Houses are spacious, comfortable places where the children can relax and enjoy each other’s 
company as they develop independence, self-discipline and all-important social skills.  Everyone has  
an opportunity to represent his or her House in sports matches, and inter-house competitions are 
keenly contested!

Tutors play a pivotal role, overseeing their tutees’ academic and personal 
development. Recognising that every child has unique gifts, they seek to 
identify and celebrate the children’s natural talents, whilst encouraging 
them to broaden their outlook and welcome new challenges. Resilience, 
resourcefulness and reflectiveness all play their part in forming mature and 
confident learners.

We appreciate the vital importance of working closely with parents 
throughout these crucial years. Home/school diaries and e-mail keep 
parents informed each day, and the website gives news of recent and 
forthcoming events. Parents’ Evenings are held regularly, and an active 
Association of Friends brings everyone together through social events  
held throughout the year. 



“ Achievement in sport is 
excellent; pupils benefit 
greatly from the early 
introduction, in the Pre-Prep, 
of specialist sports teaching.”

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE



Tournaments, Sports Days, Swimming Galas, and School 
and House Matches generate healthy competition. 
Every day is full of life at Blue Coat, and a diverse programme of co-curricular activities is designed 
to stimulate a sense of adventure. Older children tackle a range of exhilarating outdoor activities 
organised by Outward Bound, developing leadership skills that will serve them handsomely both at 
Blue Coat and in later life.

Central to the life of the school is the Chapel. Formal Chapel Services 
(such as the candlelit Carol Service) and lively, interactive occasions allow 
children, staff and parents to explore the Christian faith through dance, 
drama, music, poetry and storytelling. Here they learn more about the Blue 
Coat Values, and seek to live them out by supporting a range of charities. 
Speakers from the Salvation Army, the Leprosy Mission, Operation 
Christmas Child and Guide Dogs for the Blind are regular visitors; 

important, too, are our ongoing links with the Logos Girls’ High School in 
Zimbabwe, which we have helped build, equip and sustain. 

Children forge enduring friendships at Blue Coat: many former pupils 
stay in touch as members of the Old Scholars’ Association, relishing and 
contributing to the strong sense of community that is the hallmark of this 
remarkable school.



The Blue Coat School, Somerset Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 0HR
T: 0121 410 6800 (Reception)     W: www.thebluecoatschool.com
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An Independent Day School and Nursery  
for Girls and Boys from 2-11


